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The caste-system, which was never rigorously pursued in Andhra, began losing whatever
rigidity that was practised during the past two hundred years. New education gave the people
the necessary courage to question and defy the tradition if it was found unjustifiable. Since a
long time there was a class of people outside the four-fold caste system who were treated as
untouchables and were deprived of the normal social rights. Some of them willingly accepted
the religion of the rulers, Christianity, which gave them a new respectability. The society took
notice of the unfortunate conditions of these people and tried to eradicate the social evil of
untouchability. It is noteworthy that Chilakamarti Laxminarasimham started a free school for
Harijans with his meagre resources in the early years of the century.
In fact, educating the masses was felt to be the only way for social uplift. In addition
to the efforts of the government in starting schools many individuals promoted educational
institutions for boys and girls. In order to impart modern knowledge to people, books in
simple style covering a wide range of subjects, periodicals and journals began appearing. To
make these books and periodicals available and also to create interest in reading, setting up
of libraries was taken up as a movement.
The efforts to bring in social reforms were further intensified by the starting of several
caste-based associations to concentrate on the particular problems of the caste people and
to ameliorate their conditions* A significant example for this is the effort to wean away the
girls from institutional prostitution and settle them in married life*
All these movements for reforms coalesced and 'became an integral part of the struggle
for political freedom*
LIFE IN FAMILY AND COMMUNITY
Life in Family
Family has always been the nucleus of an organized society. In Pre-historical times,
whatever family life that existed Is believed to have been centred around the mother and
hence the society was matriarchal This probably must have led to the primitive concepts
of Mother Goddess and the associated fertility rites. As and when the notion of property
developed and occasions arose to protect the property, headship of the family would have
passed over to the male members. In course of time, when agriculture became the dominant
mode of livelihood, a need was felt to divide the duties of outdoor work in the fields and
family care within the home. This further strengthened the dominant role of the man and the
resultant patriarchal system.
Till the advent of modern times joint-family system was in vogue. Under this system, the
family consisted of the parents and all the mate members of the family along with their wives
and their children. Usually thfs continued until the parents were alive. There were occasions
when the brothers continued to live under the same roof even after the death of the parents.